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the most precious, and the noblest that can be found.
Lord of the world, may the Blessed One accept from
me this suit, and may he allow the fraternity of bhik-
shus to wear lay robes."                                          13

The Blessed One accepted the suit, and after hav-
ing delivered a religious discourse, he addressed the
bhikshus thus:                                                        M

11 He who likes may wear cast-off rags, but he who
likes may accept lay robes. Whether you are pleased
with the one or with the other, I shall approve it." i5

When the people at Rajagriha heard, '' The Blessed
One has allowed the bhikshus to wear lay robes,"
those who were willing to bestow gifts became glad.
And in one day many thousands of robes were pre-
sented at Rajagriha to the bhikshus.                         36

XXXII. BUDDHA'S PARENTS ATTAIN NIRVANA.

When Shuddodana had grown old, he fell sick and
sent for his son to come and see him once more before
he died ; and the Blessed One came and stayed at the
sick-bed, and Shuddodana having attained the perfect
enlightenment died in the arms of the Blessed One. 1

And it is said that the Blessed One, for the sake of
preaching to his mother Maya-devi, ascended to heaven
and dwelled with the devas. Having concluded his
pious mission, he returned to the earth and went about
again, converting those who listened to his teachings. *

XXXIII. WOMEN ADMITTED TO THE SANGHA.

Yashodhara had three times requested of Buddha
that she might be admitted to theSangha, but her wish